On the specific subject of the ability of our study to explain the contribution of extrinsic factors to cognitive performance, Lasky seems not to be aware that he is in agreement with us. We make the same point more than once in our paper, for instance:
... The range of variation among the extrinsic variables themselves is not great, however; such effects as they may have would be largely neutralized by their even distribution across districts.
For this reason one cannot say from our study that extrinsic factors are not salient in mental performance, but only that they are not salient under the equalized conditions of habitation found in Warsaw. In other words, social policy may have removed the effects of extrinsic factors from the reach of measurement....
On the general subject of our study of cognitive performance in Warsaw, Lasky seems to us to have missed its main point. Virtually everywhere (but not in Warsaw) "extrinsic" and "'intrinsic" factors are systematically associated. Statistical analysis, however sophisticated, of their relations with cognitive performance is therefore subject to confounding. For instance, the children of the better-off go to "good" schools, the children of the poor to "poor" schools, and cases that depart from such a distribution are likely to be too few or too deviant to provide adequate statistical control. The contribution of our study as we see it is that in Warsaw the two sets of factors were unconfounded. Since social policy had neutralized the effect of extrinsic factors, the effects of intrinsic factors could be isolated and studied separately. We aimed precisely to exploit the objective results of a social experiment rather than a "statistical fact."
On one particular point Lasky is in error. It-is not true that "reducing the variability of only one determinant of a multiply determined capability can only reduce the portion of the variance which that-determinant explains." Quite apart from the untenable assumption of perfect knowledge of confounding on which the statement rests, Lasky leaves out of account the possibility of interaction among factors. In the real world, manifestations of interaction are protean, and can rarely be safely ignored.
